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NOTHING NEW 

A re.cent new batch of 
charges against the investi- 
gative arm of our Justice 
Department put the FBI and 
its chief, J. Edgar Hoover, 
on the public griddle again. 
As usual, the issues become 
confused, so perhaps we should 
bear in mind several factors. 

1. In a free and open soci- 
ety such as ours, the FBI 
should not be above criticism, 
any more than any other gov- 
ernment bureau should be 
exempt from criticism. But 
criticism is one thing; un- 
bounded charges are another. 



particularly when such charges 
are given widespread exposure 
in a large portion of the 
news media, but when their 
refutation is not given near- 
ly so much exposure. 

2. There is nothing new 
about attempts to hurt the 
high respect in which the FBI 
is held by the American peo- 
ple - to downgrade that bu- 
reau as well as other agencies 
of our government such as 
congressional committees 
charged with the investiga- 
tion o f subversive activities. 
These attempts occur with 
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into various agencies of the 
New Deal government. The Com- 
mittee cn Un-American Activi- 
ties and Chairman Dies, de- 

« 

HECUHRING ATTACKS 

Then, in the early part of 
1940, when the committee's 
appropriation for the coming 
year was before the House, a 
congressman from Michigan, 
Frank Hook, made what appear- 
ed to be a startling revela- 
tion to his colleagues. He 
waved before them some let- 
ters addressed to Cha i rmn n 
Dies from a man named Pel ley 
who was head of a fascist out- 
fit called the Silver Shi rts . 
One letter talked of Pel ley 
and Dies being" close friendsr 
Actually, Chairman Dies had 
never met or had any corres- 
pondence whatever withPelTey. 
Hut had Mr. Hook's remarks 
gone unchallenged, it would 
have meant the end of the 
committee and the permanent 
besmirching of Dies' name. 

Fortunately, quick thinking 
and footwork (details of which 
we will pass over) on the 
part of the comnittee's chief 
investigator, Robert Strip- 
ling, foiled this attempt. It 
turned out that a New Deal 
econonist, who was a member 
of a number of communist- 
fronts, through one of his 
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spite the attacks, charges 
and ridicule, went ahead with 
its various investigations. 



agents had gotten in touch 
with a Silver Shirt lieuten- 
ant and small-time Washington 
” fixer” named David Mayne and 
urged him to find some con- 
nection between Pelley and 
Dies. Mayne at first said 
there was none, but finally 
came up with the letters which 
were delivered to the New 
Deal economist who in turn 
offered them to a group of 
congressmen. Several of them 
shied away from using them, 
but Congres.sman Hook took the 
bait. It turned out that Mayne 
^*3d forged the letters, doing 
a paste-up job with sane Sil- 
ver Shirt stationery, photo- 
stated his product and de- 
livered it for the magnificent 
sum of S105 and the promise 
of a government job. 

All the facts, including 
Mayne' s confession, were pre- 
sented to the House Rules 
Conmi ttee which ordered (Con- 
gressman Hook's remarks ex- 
punged from the record. Both 
Hook and the New Deal econo- 
mist said they had been taken 
in by Mayne, who was indicted 
and convicted of forgery. 
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The point in recalling this 
bit of history is that it was 
not an isolated episode. As 
we said, no government agency 
including the FBI should be 
free of criticism. But Ameri- 
cans should bear always in 
mind something of which far 
too many are unaware - that 
during all the years that the 
communists, their sympathizers 
and dupes have been attempt- 
ing to subvert our institu- 
tions, any man or agency or 
bureau or comnittee or organ- 
ization that fought them, in- 



vestigated them, tried to 
expose them has been subjected 
to attack, abuse, vilifica- 
tion, unfounded charges, in- 
nuendoes, smears, and worse, 
which in some cases have 
driven dedicated men from 
public life and others even 
to their deaths. The sad part 
of these very sad and recur- 
ring instances is that they 
are often taken up by per- 
fectly sincere and loyal 
citizens and organs of com- 
munication who know not what 
they do. 
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Bo ok Review 
A GOOD EINCYCLOPEDIA 
THE LINCOLN LIBFV\RY OF ESSFN- 
TIAL INFORMATION, William J. 
Redding, Edi tor- in-Chief, 
2, 7)7 pages in 2 vols., Fron- 
tier Press Co. , Columbus, 0. , 
(1970 edition) $57.95. 

“Wliat encyclopedia should I 
buy for my youngsters in high 
school and for general home 
use? Could you make a recom- 
mendation?" We have received 
hundreds of such letters over 
the years. We were never able 
to answer them satisfactorily . 
To be acceptable, the type of 
reference work our corres- 
pondents seek should show 



little or no bias against our 
national customs and institu- 
tions, our beliefs, national 
philosophy, form of govern- 
ment and economic system. 

Therefore, when the C)on- 
servative Book Club recom- 
mended THE LINCOLN LIBRARY OF 
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION to its 
members, we hoped that here 
at long last was a reference 
work we, too, could reconmend 
to our friends and readers. 
We put this two- volume set to 
use at home and in the office, 
perused it, checked many of 
the entries and concluded that 
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